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I am very glad to introduce to you
the first issue of our English Magazine SPOTLIGHT. Our school,

Lai Chack Middle School, is like a big stage for students to perform and act out
their lives. Every student is the leading character of their own life drama and
deserves equal amount of appreciation of their talents and advancements of various
aspects. SPOTLIGHT, our English Magazine, is meant to unveil the flourishing
achievements of students that are worthy of appreciation and compliments. In the
past, there was a concept that CMI schools may fall short on providing students
with an English-rich environment. However, such saying is no longer valid now.
In the first issue of SPOTLIGHT, we are showing you the various opportunities we
offered students to pursue the joyful and unforgettable experience in learning and

using English.
“Exploring at New Horizons” is the theme of our first publication. As we realize
the modern world has been changing at a fast pace due to globalization and rapid
technological advancement, it is increasingly essential for both teachers and students
to keep pace with changes through learning and thinking at new horizons. In fact,
our school has long been training students to meet and adapt to the new challenges
they may face at this modern age. Breaking down the walls that separate classroom
learning and the real world has been one of our major objectives. We hope that with
the guidance and assistance from our teachers, all Lai Chack students could open

their minds and explore issues from multiple perspectives, perhaps at new horizons.

Thanks to the grace of my Lord, the activities and programmes run by the English
Department have almost completed with encouraging results this year. I would like to
take this chance to acknowledge the efforts and hard work of the whole team of the

English Department who wholeheartedly contribute to creating opportunities for our
students and facilitating students’ achievements all the way through. I would also like to

make special acknowledgement to our English Department Head, Ms. Cherry Wong
for leading the department in realizing all the plans and goals in this rewarding year. Mr.
Kevin Ng and Ms. Fion Li, the Chief Coordinators of the editorial team, also deserve
commendations. Without their gruelling work and unwavering dedication, publication
of this magazine would forever be a pipe dream. I believe passion is a force of motivation
to get things done well. Having a team of passionate teachers, I am sure their work will

soon bear fruit!
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Drastic changes in education and substantially growing number of students deem Lai Chack

Middle School’s existing Spanish-style building on Canton Road, completed in 1950s, in a
challenging position to cope with the above demands. Approval for fund allocation for the
new building was granted by the Education Bureau in May 2008. An amount of $80,000,000
has been earmarked. The expansion will be carried out on the disused government property
in Scout Path with the expected completion date set for 2011. When completed, the new
building will boast a floor area of 3,636 square metres adequately equipped with state-of-the-
art facilities.

Hall: Functions and activities held in the existing hall are often affected by
pead tooms inclement weather and broadcasting from the neighbouring school.
Multi-purpose Room Ultimate solutions to the problems can be achieved when work on

Computer Room the new hall is completed. Students can have a learning platform on

Multi-Media Learning Centre (MMLC) which they can gain hands-on experience on stage. They can apply

Uiy the knowledge they acquire through interdisciplinary scopes as well as
building up self-confidence.

Hall Multi-purpose Room: More available space can be provided for karate, dancing practice and

Stage (with backstage) drama rehearsal.

Furniture Store Room & Changing Rooms

S Faui S R Library: The existing library is well-stocked yet storage space is limited.
ports Lquipment Store Room Promotion of extensive reading has been the school’s avowed aim. A

Others well-equipped library will certainly help reach the goal.
Toilets for the disabled
Lifts for the disabled/Firemen Service Lifts Computer Room: In addition to the three computer rooms and multimedia learning
" rooms in use, extensive IT facilities are needed to help with smooth

implementation of group and project learning.

Greenery Corner: The designated patch is established with a view to developing students’
interest in gardening and nature. A green house, a meteorology point
and a nursery are core parts of the corner.



INTFERVIEW WITH:
MR

LUISHUNGESING
=OURS RESPECTABLE" DISCIRPLINE MHSTER

Mr. Lui has been working in LCMS for 35 years. He is our discipline master and a PE teacher. During his time
in LCMS, he treats his job seriously and he is no doubt loving and caring to every member of our school We
all know that he is going to retire very soon. We may wonder what lies ahead of Mr. Lui in his retirement. We
were very honoured to interview him.

R = Reporter L = Mr.Lui Hungfsing \‘ll »

Mr. Lui, what was your dream when you were a child? ﬁ‘ /\ E ]
1 wanted to be a news reporter when I was young, _ :

How long have you been teaching in LCMS?
Thave been working in this school for 35 years.

What other subjects do you teach besides PE?
I have only taught PE since | graduated from National Taiwan Normal University.
Could you tell us what your favourite pastime is?

1 enjoy playing tennis and war game with my friends as they can help me to release stress,
What is your favourite food? ‘
Tlike curry very much.

We know that you are going to retire very soon. Do you have any retirement plan? What are you going to do when
you retire?

I am going to travel to different places in China, for example, Beijing and Yun Nan with my friends or family members. I want to visit

ArpFACI DA

=

Beijing first because it is cur famous capital city and there are a lot of historical buildings. Yun Nan is second on my agenda because it
has beautiful scenery. Travelling can broaden my horizons, However, | will often come back to LCMS, \
: Can you say something to encourage students in LCMS before you leave? H
: 1 encourage our students to work hard and do their best to get good results in their studies. You must not waste your precious time and |

potential during your time in LCMS. Also, I hope all of you can do more charity work to help the needy.

: We all know that our school extension project will be carried out soon. Could you tell us what facilities will be provided
in the new building?

: Iwish the new building would be beautiful and spacicus. It could previde a bathroom for students to take showers after PE lessons. Of
course, a spacious and comfortable school hall would be a great offer to the teachers and students to have assemblies.

Mr. Lui, thank you for your precious time. We all hope that you'll have a leisurely retired life.

P.5.Tt is indeed sad to bid him goodbye but we all wish him good luck after he retires.

Reporters

Clodya Chan Yi-shan, 4A
Selina Tong Yin, 4A
Wan Ying, 4A ,;,
Shella Yip Suet-yan, 4A




VIEW WITH

MSSIRKITIS UM
=OUR; RESPECTABLE DISCIPLINE

MISTRESS R = Reporter  Li - Ms. Li Kit-sum
il )

R: What was your dream when you were young? / ?\\

Li: When I was a teenager, | wanted to be a nurse or a policewoman because being a nurse,

#
™
=

INTE!
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I can help patients while being a policewoman, | can enforce the law and protect the interests of the majority:
R: Have you ever disobeyed your parents or teachers?
Li:  No, I've always been a goed girl and I studied very hard.
R: What's your major subject at university? Why did you choose it?
Li: 1was good at business studies so 1 chose business administration as my major.
R: Why did you choose teaching as your lifelong profession?
Li: By the time I graduated, it was very difficult to get ajob. One day; I found a job vacancy advertisement in a newspaper and 1
applied for it. Luckily, I got it. From then on, [ have the chance to teach young people. I found that [ like teaching,
In your opinion, what are the qualities of a good teacher?
A good teacher should be punctual, take care of students, always wear a smile, and be polite,
In your opinion, which aspects should LCMS students improve?
Students should hand in their homework on time and learn to be more polite to teachers.
What do you think about our class?
Li:  Your class is wonderful. It is a joy for me to teach you.
R: In your life, have you done anything that you regret?
Li: Sending my son overseas to study. If I had let him stay in Hong Kong, he would have learnt more Chinese and I could have
had more time to talk to him.
R: What's your future plan?
Li: Tl try to make my best to help my students te get good grades in HKCEE.,
R: If you could turn back time, what would you want to change?
Li: Id like to be young again so that I could spend more time with my parents.

T ADADA

Reporters
Chan Wai-chun, 4A
Feng Pei-yu, 4A
Lai Yuk-ting, 4C
Tang Lau-kuk, 4€
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INTERVIEW, WITH MEY [H] SRRy,
—A NEW.-ENGLISH TEACHER

: Ms. Li, what are your hobbies?

: My hobbies are reading; traveling and playing TV games.

: Why do you like these hobbies?

: Since different countries have different interesting cultures, traveling

enables me to broaden my horizons. Playing TV games are exdting
and it helps me release my stress. Besides, reading documentary
books, ghost stories and science fictions help me relax while gaining
knowledge.

: What was your job before teaching?
: | worked in some hotels in various countries such as Switzerland, the

UK and Hong Kong (China).

. Why do you want to be a teacher?
: ‘Teaching has been my dream job since I was young, | enjoy the

workm(g envirenment very much and some of my family members
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—A NEW’' ENGLISH

How do you think of students in LCMS?

Most of them are very smart and active. They are nice as well.
They always move or walk in the playground, talk a lot at recess
time, respect the teachers. But alse some of them are naughty,; they
sometimes break the school rules.

What is special about our school?

‘There are a lot of good elements. Our school is just like a big family,
teachers and students have a good and strong relationship. Besides, it
is a Christian school, so we have the practice of praying to god in the
morning and before meals. I feel very happy working in this schocl.
Why do you want to be a teacher?

When I was young, I didn't think of becoming a teacher. My first
job was a part-time job. I was once a journalist and a flight attendant.

AR

R =reporter L =Ms. Li Yun-moi
are teachers too. I am interested in chatting with students. I think I can
understand them more by communicating with them directly.

: Do you feel happy when you teach? Why or why not?

Of course! I feel happy and energetic when [ teach as the students are
nice and cute! Not only do T teach students, I think we learn from each
other and prosper together.

. Where do you live and who do you live with?

: Ilive in Tai Koo Shing with my parents and husband.

: Have you lived in other countries before?

: Yes, | have lived in Brunei, Switzerland and the UK before.

. Can you give us some tips in learning English?

: Definitely! You can listen to different kinds of English songs in your free

time, for example, opera, pop sengs, folk songs, hip hop and rap. One
important peint is to choose music that inspires optimistic thinking,.
Moreover, reading is significant too as it enriches your vocabulary bank.
In additien, try to imitate the pronunciation of the actors and actresses
when you are watching TV programmes in English. This enhances your
fluency in spoken language.

. That’s the end of the interview and thanks for your sharing.
: You are welcome!

Reporters

Chan Chung-yiu, 4A
Yeung Wing-chung, 4C
Siu Chun-ho, 4C

Hui Ko-man, 4E

SUEN

W= Ms. Wong Ka-suen

TEACHER

R=Reporter

After that I wanted to challenge myself and change students. Also [
think being a teacher is a rewarding job. If I can inspire students to
like English, T will feel very successful. So 1 like to be a teacher.

Why do you teach English?

"That’s because I'm interested in English.

A lot of people think that being a teacher is a hard job,
especially in Hong Kong. Do you share the same feeling?
No, 1 like to be a teacher because 1 love teaching, so | dont think it’s
hard for me. Even though marking books, teaching, and preparing
homework or running JPC activities are busy, 1 stll enjoy being a
teacher.

Since you are so busy, do you do any activities at the
weekend?

Yes, of course. I watch movies, go shepping, meet my friends, read
books and listen to music. It helps me relax.

So what types of movies do you like best?

T like all kinds of movie. But T would like to watch western movies
more than Chinese ones, especially Hollywood movies.

Reporters

Coey Cheung Kar-man, 4E
Jessica Lai Pui-pui, 4E
Wong Sze-man, 4E

Liu Sau-choi, 4D 06
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£ & Written by
£ Daphne Chan Lok-yan, 64 Dim Wei Tsz-sum, 6A
@’jj Debbie Tsui Wing-ta:, 64 Lincoln Chair Yat-hin, 64
L L i Alan Mok Siu-lun, 64 Deng shun-quan, 64
Jane Lai Hoi-yan, 6B Cathy Kok Tai-kei, 6B |
a Eecently, the English Department of our school has jeined o QEF-funded profesiona
- - develepment and research project, prometing Mew Literacies in Heng Fong Schools,

.'; cenducted by Dt Ifatthens Clarke (principel investgater), vl Blagaet Lo, D Jasmine
& Lk, and Dor. Svetlana Chigaeva (co-investizators) frem the Faculty of Education, The
| University of Hong Keng, The aims of the project are to suppett teachers teaching strategies,
B enborce smdents writing and reading experiences, develop smdenrs’ ahility o werk with new
technelopy and create room for students to apply technoolory in literacy acdvitdes. As one of
the 12 pardcipating scheels, cur smheel has planned to integrate newr literacies teaching inte

jupier form curriculum

o oy 2009 o A BTG IEIHIE IPIRO@ I IEEIE

In cur scheel twe Bl clazses and one E 3 clas are taking part in the project. For the F3 smdents, they have to werk in sroups and give digital
stery telling presentations about films and beoks in which they are interested threngh Power Point slideshesrs. Smdents will later share their
cotnInants to the other proups and write a reflection about this project. As for the E 1 clases, sdents have been exposed to the applic sden of
a mind-mapping software which helps them orpanize idess in writng and the produston of o radic drama seties. Hope that ol sadents whe
have beenimvolved gain lots of fin and nofer pettable experiences and enjoy the whele new way to learn English languape,

Interview Withpy oo Glhieymewe:

Reporter: A5 we know that the project 1= meant to be an action tesearch. Can you tell us what an
acton research 1s?

Dr. Chigaeva: ActenTesearch is bagic all v research that wour teachers conduet. Your teachers conduct {'.
rezealch en wour lesrning and on new types of teaching metheds. For example,
newadays, we ate introducing a new way teaching English and so teachers are |
cheervine, They are wying to netice and understand whether their teachine methed ™
iz useful, whether it iz affective in your schoel and what kinds of medifications nesd i
te be made in the future, and that’s scton resesrch. It basically research conducted by
wour teachers about their teaching and abont wour learning,

Reporter:  What ate the objective s ofthds study?

Dy, Chigaeva: Well, for us, the ohjective is to intreduce newr dlements inte teachine Enplish and to evaluate
the effectivenes: of this new element. Do we kocw whether ity pood or bad? Hew de we ke thiz element iz poed in teachings For
exatnple, one of the clases in wr scheel is deing digital story telling which mesrs that they are presenting their ideas in a format of 2
Perwer Point presentation, so this is infermation wechoelery imvelved here, The teacher hus inmeduced these new elaments inte teachine and
wratihs 1 ko whether this is interestine to the students, whether this helps them learn English, whether this helps them learn mere things
about Enplish, ete. S0 these are the bagic ohjectives of this smdy

Reporter:  Is it ahuge project?

D, Chigaeva: It iz a big project. ¥eah, We have quite o mumber of scheels participating in the project at the
merment. We have both secondary sehools and primary schecls,

Reporter: Whyate you interested in the nve sHgation?

Do, Chi paeva: We huawe um. . moaybe four primary investieaters in Heng Kone, We are all interested in this area
becanse we realize that teday’s educaton is a bit lagring hehind the cument developm ent in the
werld, Yo kenoow, teday's werld iz so affected by technelosy, and iz so affected by the new types
of digital technelo gy The recording that [ am producing now iz a type. S0 how do these kinds
of tapes pet interrated inte scheel educateny Are cur students able to preduce and interpret
these linds of tapes? These are the main questons that motivate us, so we want to bridge the zap
between cur nznal practees, what we do cutside the smheel and what we do insdde the scheel.

Reporter: Do youenjoy woddng with schools Why?

Dr. Chigaeva: Oh. Very much! T realy enjoy peing to schools like wours. I redly enjoy oheerving the clases,
talldng to the teachers az well as the smdents. And T think this iz very enjoyable!

Reporter: Do you think Hong Kong students aze motivated to leatn, or are they the so-called “passive
leatners™?

D Chigaeva: [ thinl: it depends. T think m any students are motvated and I think you guys are ol motdvated
here, right? But there are students whe think they are not good encugh so their metivatdion is
lerwrer. But it possible to meotvate those smdents, I think And intreducing technelory inte the
classroctn conld help that kind of students to become interestad.

Reporter: Do you think reading could really help students sadse their English standard?

o7



Dr. Chigaeva: Definitely! T think reading is one of the important skills that every student must develop. You can widen your knowledge
of the world, you can increase your vocabulary, enhance your grammatical knowledge, you can see more sentence patterns,
more phrases. So it can really help you improve your English. But at the same time, only reading is not enough, so you can
combine reading and speaking together. That would be a really good idea. Yet reading is very important.

Reporter:  Which is the weakest area of Hong Kong students?

Dr. Chigaeva: um...weakest area ... maybe speaking because Hong Kong students are usually shy about speaking. But at the same time
they have so many chances to speak. There are so many foreigners everywhere so you can speak to them anytime. Usually
they are quite friendly. So I think Hong Kong students are a bit too shy. And also, reading is quite popular among some
students but not all students. I think our project is actually quite interested in comics. You know, many students like reading
comics, so we want to introduce that into teaching writing and reading because comic strip writing is a good starting point,
and then you can take that further to more extended and longer texts and that will be great!

Reporter: What difficulties did you face in this project? How did you overcome these difficulties?

Dr. Chigaeva: So far T am lucky that T do not see any difficulties.

Reporter:  What is your impression of our school?

Dr. Chigaeva: It is so small. This is my first impression. I am used to living on Austin Road but I never knew there was a school here
because it is so small. But at the same time, I think my other impression is that the teachers are very dedicated. They really
want to help students learn more and become better.

Reporter: Do you like working with our teachers?

Dr. Chigaeva: Ch yes, definitely. T have met Miss Wong for a few years, so it’s been a great pleasure to work with her all this time. T am
getting to know other teachers as well, and I am really enjoying. We usually write e-mails to talk about your progress. Once
a while, I come to your school. T'll probably come again next week.

Reporter:  Would you please give us some tips on how to speak English fluently?

Dr. Chigaeva: Take every chance to speak it. First of all, do not be shy. At the same time, you can help yourself such as using the recorder.
You can take a recorder and speak into the recorder, record your speech and then listen to it. You can listen to your
pronunciation, you can listen to your vocabulary use and you can listen to your intonation. Let you practise and let you
record yourself all the time. [t is an easy way of using a recorder if you do take the technology te improve your speaking. You
can also talk to your friends in English, maybe once a week you can have an “English Only Day”, but you do need to have a
friend who is alsc interested to improve English.

Reporter:  What qualities should we possess if we would like to study at university in the future?

Dr. Chigaeva: I think you have to be very active and improve yourself, so self-learning, self-studying and interactive learning are very important.
We would need to learn how to find useful things to read and how to ask questions. You need to be motivated too, actually
outgoing, because the university life is alse a kind of sodal life. You will be joining many clubs. If you have that kind of experiences,
it would be useful as well. Critical thinking is quite important, so organizing questions to come up with clearly structured answers
is essential. But T think the most important quality is being interested in the subject that you really want to study. If you really love
that subject, everything else is secondary, so really develop that interest in something that you want to study:

Reporter: Do you have anything to say to Lai Chack students or teachers?

Dr. Chigaeva: I would say continue doing what you are doing. You have a lot of motivated teachers who are trying out new ideas, so
continue to do that. As students, continue grasping opportunities, use those oppertunities to improve yourselves. Also, have
a dream for your future.

“Rﬂg : ]P(DIR IDIR. §W NI M
SURF CHIGAEVA Na

Since D, Chigaeva is a very special guest, we decided to give her a special

gift to acknowledge her coming. We prepared a very beautiful rose for

Dr. Chigaeva. However, it was not just an crdinary rose, but a crystal rose

% assembled by us piece by piece for almost 4 hours. We made it for her because
roses represent romance, and all ladies love romantic handicrafts. Together

\ with the crystal rose was a card drawn by one of our classmates. In the Thank
You card, we included some blessings in English and Chinese. With the

words written in Chinese characters and Putenghua transcriptions, we hope
~ that Dr. Chigaeva can know more about the Chinese culture.

i )

/Wk\J '/-Y\QW ,LQ;.tevaclesa?

Written by Dr. Svetlana Chigaeva
Today’s teenagers enjoy a variety of communication means: they can interact with friends face-to-face, they
can easily call them on their mobiles, or they can meet up in the virtual world of the internet. The phrase “new
literacies” has to do with the increasingly popular ways of sharing information, creating texts, and interacting
with others through mobile and digital technologies. It highlights the new types of texts that are created as a
result of these interactions: texts which contain net only words but also pictures, videos, hyperlinks, and many

other meaningful elements. In additien teo the technelogical aspects of teday’s communication, new literacies
include our interests in popular culture; for example, interest in reading comics and creating stories of our own.
New literacies have a great potential for our language development.
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This year, some of our fellow students have performed with flying colours in The 60™ Hong Kong Schools
Speech Festival presented by Hong Kong Schools Music and Speech Association. Having received training
by our English teachers, 36 of our students attained proficiency or merit awards in the competitions. Among
the participants, Li Yu of S.3A and Xiao Wei of 5.2A were awarded the Fnst Runner-up :
Runner-up respectively. Here, some of the participants would like to share w 0

they gained from participating in the competitions

Re flect’ ons Our Students' Achievements
Chan Yung-yung, 2A
% Through the English Speech Festival, ['ve learnt more

A English vocabularyfand the use of appropriate tone to recite
a poem. Besides, jt has enhanced my confidence to speak
in front of a lot of people. Anyway, | enjoy the competition

ill take part again in the coming vear.

very muchyso [

Lam so attattained the First Runner Up at the English Speech Festival 2008,
Alot of people said that | had American accent when [ spoke in English and asked
where [ had learnt the accent. Some asked if [ had lived in America before. My answer
is “No!” Actually, T learnt it from the Hollywood movies. I love watching those
movies and [ always go to rent my favourite DVDs. When [ notice
words that are easier to pronounce, [ will imitate the mood and
accent of the actors. [ also like fo talk to my classmates in English.
-~ That’s why T can speak in/English like an American Chinese.
‘ Lastly, I would like to sg¥ thank you to Miss [i as she helped
correct the pronungfation and manner of our speaking. We
Ttoknow that it # not just about reciting but the way we
express Ieelingsoffhe poet.

rot

Joanna Choi Hung-sze, 3A

When [ was standing on the stage, words popped out of my lips smoothly and vet strongly.
The stage was like a swing where | could expreps my mood like a poet. Although I did not ge
any prizes at last, [ gained precious public speaking experience at the English Speech Festival
2008. It was a chance to let me know how good students from other schools are and the
occasion let me show the positive spirit [ have towards English language learning. Before the
Speech Festival, we had training sessions with Miss Li after school. She taught us how to pronounce the words
and how to catch the feeling of the poemy/so I could stand on the stage with confidence. I would like to thank
Wiss Li and the teacher who took us to ghe venue on the day.

t-yan oficiency
Zhen Ai-lin Proficiency
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In February, a number of our Form 3 students achieved remarkable performances at a public

competition. The competition was organised by Wiseman, a leading interactive curriculum developer and the name of

the competition is called Think Great Snapshot Competition. The competition
s. Over 1,600 students and
rds Presentation Ceremony at the I’xowl’ yon Tong Education S

including all CMI, EMI and International sc
30% of the students were invited to attend the
Centre Education Bureau, on 13th February,
invited to attend the ceremony.

Great news was yet to come when

it was announced that two teams

achieved the ‘Merit Award’ and

one team even achieved both

the 3rd Runner-Up of the Best

Caption Award’ and the ‘High

Distinction Award

3A 5ze To Nga Ting Mandy,

opened to all schools in Hong Kong and Suzhou,
) teams participated in the competition and only top

‘B est éapﬁon Awarc_;l’ - Sfﬂ_klmner—Up
‘High Distinction Award’
Title: Our Future Generation

Team Members:

.1 "

3A Lee Tsz Yin Liz,
3A So Hing Yi Terri,

3A Tsoi Hung Sze Joanna,

3A Wong Ching Ching Kathy |
g g g )

‘Merit Award’
Title: What is the Power of Love? Love ...

Team Members:

3A Ho Sheun 3A Au Sau Ting Candy,

3A Xia Jia Wen Carmen |

‘Merit Award’
Title: Dreaming At My Hair Salon

. Team Members:

3A Lee Wing Yee Karena,
3A Au Weno‘ Tan Andrea

3A LiCui
3A LiJia Ry,

ng Kody,

Rebecca Lau Chin-wai, one of our 8.7 schoolmates, has been admitted
New Zealand New Thinking Leadership Programme 2009. As one
leaders in the programme, she went through a series of intensive t
sessions that helped her develop essential presentation and leadership s

Reflectlons

ebecca f"-au Chm Wal, 7B

'*]f'ﬁpz mana.
s” from other s

) programme not only provide% me with a chance

nication, [ have also gained pleuous expenc




The Harvard Book Prize is administered by the Harvard Club of Hong

Kong. It is presently offered annually in almost 1,700 schools around — imler

the world which seeks to reach out to all secondary scheols in Hong ) T o — G

Keng, both local and international. The Book Prize is to be awarded to de}‘lne L-}?dn LOki}‘M_l’ e
outstanding students who combine excellence in scholarship and high Dim Wei Tsz-sum, 6A

character, with achievements in other fields. In our school, three students Deng hun-quan, 6A

were awarded the Harvard Book Prize. They attended the Harvard Bock » 7 ; ‘
Prize Award Ceremony on 13 May 2009 in Kowloon Tong Education y - A

Services Centre.

glze ggong Q{ong GJ;ZLOOZS é’nglisk Clpriting @oniesf 2008

In February, Australia Education Link held The Hong Kong Schools English
Writing Contest 2009. The participants were to write an essay with the title
‘A Wonderful Festival'. Among the many talented participants from other

secondary schools in Hong Kong, we are pleased to announce that Yip Suet
Yan, Wan Ying and Zhen Ai Lin of 4A; Lai Pui Pui and Wong Sze Man
of 4E, were awarded the Acceptance Prize. For their efforts, all five students, "
received 20 coupons of spensorship, worth $900 each, for the ‘English Study " Il




ENGLISHAWEEH

English Week was held from 17th to 21st November 2008. The theme of the English Week this year, ‘Everything is
Possible with Imaginations’ echoed with the film students all watched in English classes: The Spiderwick Chronicles.
This movie is adapted from a series of children literature by Holly Black, one of the most popular writers of novels for
children and young adults. The Spiderwick Chronicles is about the adventurous experience of three children with a
huge need of imaginations and dreams. A wide range of activities were held during the English Week, here’s a list of

them:
Fashion show
Design competition of an imaginary character
Drama performance: Fantasyland
Song dedication
Game booths




| First Prize

Terri So Hing—yi

Second Prize 14 Tse Qi-sze
Third Prize IR Elizabeth Keung

] Tieri-gilovan

|| The Most Creative Award Tin Ho-pang

8| The Most Romantic Award

| First P

Terri So Hing—yi

[Second Prize

LiSze-hau

. Third Prize

Li Lai-shan

| The Most Creative Award

Koran Buet-yee

The Most Romantic Award

Mesmerized students were under the spell of Wish in
English! The lively and informative broadcast by William
Li Yu and Billy Lo Chun-wai from 3A. Uttering idioms
and expressions one after another, the ‘magicians’ filled the
whole school in on the interesting aspect of the English

language. What William and
Billy conveyed was music to
other students” ears so they
were all ears. They were eager
to take in as much as possible
and get a special prize! They
could expect more to come as
it was just the very first of a
series of programmes. They all
wanted to say “Thanks a bunch?
to William and Billy from the
bottom of their heart.

13

Clodya Chan Yi-shan

SN 22y e (M .
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Life-wide learning is to learn in real contexts and
authentic settings. “S6 Life-wide Learning Day” took
place on 30 Apﬂl 2009 in Tsim Sha Tsui. All $6 students
were grouped for the Life-wide Learning Project. They

had to identify an issue related to Hong Kong and tried

to find out how tourists think about or comment on it.

Students discussed with peers and consulted teachers’
advice before they interviewed tourists. The findings were
then presented in written reports and group presentations
in English classes. Such experiential learning enables
them to go beyond classtoom and learn English in an
‘authentic situation. It not only helps them develop
. English proficiency, but also helps them achieve the
aims of whole-person development and enables them to
develop the _}ﬁfe%l'ong:Ie:amiug:‘;..:capabﬂiﬁgs! that are needed
in the ever-changing society.




Cheisimas Is a very special festival. Peol:l;le usua]'l;,r stay with thetr ﬁmﬂ}r and frlends to celebiaie the birth of Cheist. ‘They
also- buy Chelsimuas pmsuit:_i_fqr thett loved ones,

Yesterday, Johnny had a Cheistmas party at home. In the morning, ks mother asled kim to buy some food for the party. So
he cartled a wallet with him and went to a shopplng centre. He bought alot of tasty food. He wanted to give his mother a
surptise, 0 he walked to the flotlst and bought some flowers for s mothes What a nice boy! He spent some time in the
floxdst so he went home Iade. He ran fast.

When he went home, he found that he had 1osthis wallet, Johnny celed very loudly. His mother was cutdous, and she
ashed hdm, “Why are you crying?” Johnny replied, “I o st my wallet.” His mother didn't pet anpgry with him., Instead, she
comforted dm and sald, “Everybody malkes mistalees sometimes. So don't be angry with yourse.”

Lasthy, Johnny gave the bouquet of flowers to-hls mother. His mum felt 50 sweet. She ldssed him. Johnny was joytul. Then, l
they started the Chrlstmas party. Everyone enjoyed the party and was very happy :

" Miki Chan Mei-ki, 1B |

L

*

Saturday, 7 Aug

Dear Diary, ]

L

Today, | was very happy because | went to Ocean Park with my friend. | had sandwiches and soya bean milk as my breakfast.
Then, | went te Ocean Park with my friend, Lucy. We went there by taxi, We bought the ticketsat about 5200 each, We got a
map because Ocean Parkisvery bigand | was afraid | would get lost inthe park. :

First, we visited the Giant Panda Habitat te see the pandas. The pandaswere cute, Afterseeing the pandas, we rode the cable
car to the Adventure Land. The view of the seaand the meuntain was beautiful. After getting off fromthe cable ar, we went
to see the jellyfish. They were very interesting. We stayed there for about 20 minutes, Finally, we were very hungry, so we
went to McDonald's to eat hamburgers and drink cokes. At about & o'clock, we returned home because we didn't want our
family to worry about us.

We were very happy today! But lamtired now, time for bed.

Good night, Diary
Mike




O'F ' ( Pan Yur-qing. EAJ

/ Giant pandas are the national treasure of (hina. They are also my favourite animals too.

[ | Everyone thinks that pandas are very cute, | absolutely agree. Therefore | find out lots of facts about

£4 I them from the Intemet. Pandas are of medium-size. They are bladc and white. Their bodies are round

and chubby. They have dark circles around their eyes. Perhaps they don't have good deep. Anyway,

' pavdas are extremely aite and lovely. | know that most pandas live in Sidwan Province and some in
Gansu Province, China.

| have got some detailed facts about pandas. Male pandas are larger than
female. Pandas stand 1 metre tall on four legs and their body length is
1.5 metres. But a newbom baby giant panda is very small. It weighs only
120-125 grams and itsbodylengthis 15 centimetres, it'svery amazing!

L0 . .

l ' Pandas like eating bamboo shoots. They spend ten to sixteen hours a day
J

(1

P

eating bamboo. It's so inaedible! Pandas eat different parts of bamboo
| during the year. They eat leaves in summer and autumn, tough stemsin
winter and young shootsin spring. Isthisinteresting?

But it’s:a shame that pandas are endangered spedes. If we don't protect

éé,;: TV them, they will disappear one day. Perhaps we can't see giant pandasin
=" 3] the future, So people should not hunt them. Please remember that giant
gy % 7| pandasare the national treasure of China. They are predous. \

My school, Lai Chadk Middle Sdhool, compared with other secondary schools in Hong Kong, is not big.
However, there are many facilities in the school. Different facilities have different functions and
spedfic features, My favourite partis the tuck shop. It issituated behind the school hall on the ground
floor. Itis an ideal location because students find it easy to get there from different comers of the
sdhwool. It takes me just a couple of minutesto get there from my dassroom. There are many tables and
long benches of various colours. Itisquite tiny. During recess, itis packed with students.

. A | usually have breakfast in the tudk shop and have a chat with my friends in the morning before sdwol
.| starts. Weupdate one another on trendy things we are interested in and exchange gossip. We enjoy it -

verymudh.

Ilike it there because | can have my favourite snacks and watdh other

students playing baskethall in the playgrownd atthe same time. Once

I.g:[l.llurq, | feel relaxed and do not have to worry about homework
tests. '

After school, | wait for my friends in the tudk shop and we gohome | ©°
together. Towards the end of each month, | go there to pay for O
lunchfor the next month.

1 spend quite some time in the tuck shop. Itplays avery

important part inmy life at school.




[

J‘o @ﬁilﬂ"ﬁﬂnl Mabel Ng Pui-mei, 3A Quine Wong Yim-siu, 34 ]

Tiffany Chow Hiu-yu, 3A Winnie Ng Yuen-sze, 3A

‘The people in the pictures ate mostly childien and they
have difterent destindes. Most children Hving in ticher
familles are luclder than those in poozer familles. Have
you ever cated about poor children? Have you ever
wanted to help them? Have you ever helped them? If you
have not, you are an unloving person.

In the pletute, you can see that the children ate from
different places in the wotld. On the left, the children
ate not weating any shoes because of poverty. They also
do not have any speclal toys and all toys are made by
themsetve s, o st of the time, nobody takes care of them
and wsually, they pust chase each other around for fun,
Sometime s, they have to ook for food with thetr parents.
Maybe you can't see clearly from the pleture, but their
abdomens ate swollen due to certain 1llnesses. Besides,

\ Poor children and tich
children ltving in dtiferent
place s have different ways|
i of playlng. However, they

they may not have pood nutrition and they fall sick
easily. You may think that theit clothes do notlook too
bad; however, mo st of thelr clothes ate donated by tlcher
pecple. On the right, the childten aze diting comforiably
and happily in their baby carriapes. They are not Hke
the poorer childten on the left, who do not have a baby
cattlage and have to use a box instead. Besides, there ate
adults to ok after the children on the teht. Moreover,
they ate wearing beawttul clothes and shoes.

What 15 your first teeling when you see the pletures? In
out opinion, poot childten need mote people to tale cawe
of and to care about thetr teelings as they may often feel
lonely without companionship. We need to help them

grow both healthily and happily!

oclock

LEIizaberh Keung Tieri-gilowan, BBJ

‘This was a story about a 14 year-old pirl, elissa, who went to a school camp and expetienced something extraordinary.

Eweryone was very excited about the camp. When they got 1o the camp stie, they all went steadeht to thelt wooms to see how

pood they wete. But only IleHssa went o hawe a checleup of the bathsoom. She was cudous about how clean the toflet and

the bathioom wete, because she had a habti of leeping hetself very clean. When she found out that she needed to shate the

bathsoom with all her roommate 5, she came up with a He that would allow herto be the onty one to have ashower So, she told

everyone that the bathtoom was haunted with a young female ghost. She told her wommade s

that the dead gl hanged herself tn the bathioom because her boyfend bwle up with

het. 50, the gl gho st would wander around the bathroom at elght every night. After

hearing this, herroommates totally belleved her and were completely terfied. They

sutelywould not oo near the batheoom at elehteverynight.
Since het frlends were eally scared, ellssa reached her poal that she could
- take shower alone at night in the ndce and clean bathtoom. She was weally
happy that the story scared them off.

One night, while she was taldng a showert, she had a strange and unusual

feeling . After a while, she felt Hke something was subbing against her

head. ellssa strugoled to ook up, but when she was finally brave enough

to check owt what #t was, she saw a ghl with long stradghit black hatr who

& had a really long nartow ted tongue. MMellssa was totally shocled by this

and stood at the comet... shaldng....

The pitl phost whispered, “You want to see me, tighit? I'm here. It's elpht

telock.”




j";'—\; la 7 [Shella ¥ip Suet-yan, 4@

She waved her magle wand. Just a second, I was
in a laboratory. The belts from the seat Hed me up
automatically. The elecirieal wite s came floating to me by
them selves. The instruments of the machine were all over
me then, Itwas so painful that Icould not stand anymore,

Dear Chrds,

Haven't written to you fora long time. How ate your Tve
Just findshed my final exam . But I had ahordble et funny
dream Just before that. It happened on the eve of the

EXATIL.

Later, I was dazed and Imew that T was in an operating
theatre. I saw a doctorand hds asslstant, It was strange
that Ifelt quite ¢old in my head. To my hotor,
I saw them putting a lot of books... Do you
Imow where they putthe bools? They cut open
my head and put them all into 1!

You see, as I'd been rather lazy for many days, I
still hadn't revised half of the exam _—

materials, 5¢ I had to burn the ' #p #?

midnight oil, trying to cram the %
1

notes into my head. The process was
quite slow, painful and fruitless. I lept

Aftervwards, [ fastas I could and
eading, trying 1o memorlse all the important i ot e

they were chasing me. I thought they

notes. s s ¥

pu o st mren s g vy o o et
i From now on, Twill wodchard for my studies.

at my deslc. Then I saw a Mitle fadey. She looked Hle

Tinker Bell in the story, Peter Pan. She also hada ‘ oot

maglk wand. 'ITwill sive you a wish, What do you want?” :

she sald ldndly, I'crled and pointed to the books, I didn't Shella

k say anything, but she seemed 1o know what I'wanted J

[ Yanness Ho Yu-fai, 6A] :|

Al Vanlages and disadvaniages of social inleraction
via'the'Internel

‘Today, the Intetnet 15 one of the most powerful tools throughout the world. The Internet1s a collection of vadous services
and tesources. Thetefore, more and more people ate using the Internet as thetr primary means of soclal interacton —
chatting, playing online games, documenting theit Hve s in a weblog, ot teading and commenting on other people’s weblogs.

These ate numerous advaniaves of the Internet. Firstly, entertatnment 15 one of the popular teasons why many people surf
the Internet. People can download pames, go into chat mooms ox vish people’s weblops. Thete are alot of pames that may be
downloaded on the Intemet at no charpe. Chat room s are popular becanse users can meet new and Interesting people. People
canalso vistt others’ webloos on the Internet so that they can find lfe-long pariness, Secondly, people can tead the nevws on the
Internet, Almost all news can be obtained throuph the Internet, such as sports, weather eic. Thindly, children and students can
use the Internet for thelt asdoenments. At the same tHme, many teachess use the Internet to teach in chssrooms. The Internet has
become an educational tool. F inally, shoppine online 15 agteat advantaoe of the Internet. No matterwhat people are shopping ox
ttean be found on the Internet. People do nothave to leave home to buywhat they want.

O the conttary, many feas the Internet because of its dsadvantages. Most parents do not ealize
the dangers hidden when thett children log onto the Internet. When children are online, they
can easily be luted into something dangerouns. When children are talldng to others online, they
do not tealize they could actually be talldng to a detrimenial person. One major dsadvantare of
the Intetnet 15 the nvasion of privacy. Personal information can be eastly released and tracked
by hackers. In addition, children may also access pornogpraphic matetials online, and childwen are

d cutlous to explore these things such as pornooraphie videos or pletures. Some people are so devoted

b to the Internet all the Hme that they even torpet to eat o deink. Heavy Internet use can be harmiful
to people’s health and ad to 15olation between people.

In conclusion, socety’s development nowadays 15 based on technolopical tools. The Internet §s a
very powettul tool. Tt has many advaniages. However, people need to be extremely awvare of the
dsadvaniage s as well We should handle s problems with cate and use it propetly.




Mowadays, many students find themsabres “fallan in lowe" with the Intemet and computar games. Mozt of tham
prefer playing compater gameas to eading. They tend to iconize novels as “boring” while compater games as “exciting”.
‘Thay are mhictant 1o read books and sven if they mad, they may soon give up. However, many studias have shown that chillen

who spend abowt 30640 minutes a day on geneml weading achicve better msults in languare abjacts and mathematics . Therefors, as a
student, we should spend more fime on reading, b not on compner game 5. ake mading your habit!

Choo se book s you feel interestad

The mason why so many students are mluetant to read is that they cannot find abook in which they arwe interestad. Henea, if you
wamt to take up the habit of wadine, you should choose a bookbased onyour interests. For example, i youlove the computer
game “War Cft”, | meommend you to mad the orginal fiction Whar Craft. In fact, many compiuter games are adapted from
fictions. [fyou are professional game players, you should not miss the chance to read the originals of the games you love.
Remenber, the first step 1o staxt areading habit is important: choose abook that you ke,

Read avery day

After choosing abockyou like ,you should plan your timetable, Reading shouldbe incudad in your timetable a5 a daily routine.
You may mview your imetsble and make suxe if it includes at least 30 minwte s for mading every day. You should follovwyour
timetable seriousky though it is probable that you may need to condront with some difficultie s at the beginning, such as the slow
wading spead or the tempiation from compter game 5. Mewerthelas 5, you should be toush encugh to overcome these challangas.
Don'tbeak the reading habit sasily. Doyourbesi to keepitup!

Choose a dlant and combnable space to mad

Undoubtedly, a slant environment is ideal for mading as noise may sometimes divert your attention away from the words. You
may aven feel annoyed ifyou ead in a noisy anvironment. Mommally, we can choosa to mad in libmries or study rooms. They not
only provide you with a lape vaxiety of books to choose from, but these places are al o quist enough and many people are reading
with youthera,

‘Thare is no doubt that reading con bring positive impacts on acadamic achisvement. It can also help you devalop a eritical mind
whan you think mom after madine. It is never too late to siaxt taking up the habit of mading. Follow ny tip s and have mading
plannedas adaily soutine of yourlife. Dhon't mis s the trasue hidden insidebooks.

[b %HBIE] (Rebesca Lou Chin-wai, 7B)

Koren is & country with great vitality and 1= slnost unmvalled in | favorites. In Hong: Kong, there are Korean resmurants evenphers,
Az These vears, Foresn indluences harve swept through Asan | I like havng loneh or dinner with oy farealy in Korean restsurants
consumer markets including Hong Kong, and the wounger | 2z the food there is o delicions and so differant from Chinese
generation in particular seems o be addicted to Korean cultire, | cuisine. Twould say Firehd snd barbecue pork arethe cwsne I like
A= 2 veenager Tam fond of different linds of Koresn products and | most Apertfmm culinany arts, Korean fashion is chie too. When [
I do beliews that the locel madeet has been taken over by Foreen | go shopping, the clothes made in Kores always catch mpr apes,

culture,

7

The craze for Foremn foshion and cuisine ssems to be more
Having the television turned on, you can essily see thet many | common among teenagers, A= for adults, it i not unessy to
Koremn TV draoa senies are rosdeastng, My mother has acraving | find some fraces of the craze for Korean technologieal idess.
for Korean TV drama senies, espacially those lovecomedy drama | There sre many Foresn brand-narme eletonic products
series, For instance, the Bomantde House which iz about the | atmy place including the televison, computers and
love story between o girl and 2 pop idal in Kores, iz my mothers | even my mobile phone. Sameung and LG are two
fanmurite dramoa senes, trpical examples of Korean brand-name slectonie
products, Wy fatha prefers thece two farnons Korean
When it comes to pop idols, Fain and Super undor will be the | brand nemes bacause their products are much
most popular ideols not only in Kores, but also in Hong Fong, | cheaper but in high quality when compered with
Ilest of oy friends lowe their songs and dences. Every Thawsdag 2 | other dectronde products on the market.

programnme called “Pops in Secul” introduces the hottest Kozean
songs and invites meny cdebnties and pop stars © the show Some | To summarize, with the Korean influences
of myfnends are 50 obeessed with their Korean idoke that they have | sweeping through Adan consumer oarkets, the
erven, sat up weblogs and farebook fan clube for their idoks. Thoough | Korean TV drame series, movie sors and pop
these weHogs wnd fardbook connectons, they srhange latest news | idols, fashion and electonic praducts have [
about their idols and post their wews on their idols’ reent wing | wken over Hong: Keng moarket undoubedly g
on TV, [ anncipate that there will be more wnd j
moore Korean products on the beal marka:

Aada from popidols, the Korean restaurnis snd fashion sme my | in the foture,

Me—

"-_.'.l




The book ‘Matilda’ is an inspiring and
educational story written by Reald Dahl, who G=9
was a famous short story writer and became one @ gg

of the most successtul and beloved children's  @ag
writers of all time. The story advocates the @ |

optimistic attitude of seeing difficulties as &
challenges and encourages readers to face them &
positively. Our 5.3 students were inspired by the g
story and created some interesting comic strips
based on some of the story scenes. Let’s lock at
their creative works!

“The cOmedy of the year for &l ages™

» Ky magthe Fum Lwimory Sodrd

By Andrea AuWeng-ian, 3A
Karena Lee Wing-yee, 3A
Kody Li Cui-qiong, 3A
LiJia-ru, 3A

Tiffany Chow Hiu-yu, 3A
Winnie Ng Yuen-sze, 3A!
Mabel Ng Pui-mei, 3A
Quine Wong Yim-siu, 3A
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teachie‘rs. DOn you know who they E]I@

““I1f you are
fone of the school
‘baskethall team
mbers and you don’t
0 me, ['m '
unutn

“Oh come on!
_Can’t you recogmize me

vy my spiky hairstyle? ”

I have been
orking here for so
any years. But I am
nmg to retire soom.

I'ma Geography
teacher. I mrusﬂ‘_qlI .'

Jl'.\-'Iy pnrtable-
icrophone is my
rlend along with the

my earrings, hair
ands, golden nai
varnish and Tugh
% ]mg]sl”

| uh? Don’t you
{ recognize me? I'm a very
dimportant person in this
E: hool. T used to study here, just
like every one of you. I have a
: 'reat sETSE nfbelnngmg 1o
" school and I hope ynua]l v

“What sho .:‘ Y \

say? IamaDT
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Teacher Consultanis:
M s, CherryWong Pli-yu

Iz Kevin Mg Ho-nam

I: FlonIi Yun-mol
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s Yoo Lal Ka-yan
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MMichelle ChungWing—yan, 14
Ceclla ‘Tse (H-sze, 14
JosephineWuKa-man, 14
Chtis Cheung Man-chun, 14
Sam Leung Wing-hong, 14
WilsonWong Wal-sing, 14
Clodya Chan Yi-shan, 44
Selina Tong-yin, 44

Wan Ying, 44

Shella Yip Suet-yan, 44
Chan Walchun, 44
FengPel-yu, 44

Suld Ng Shul-man, 44
Kathesne Zhen 41-lin, 44
Chan Chung-yiu, 44

Lee Yim-fan,4C

Lan Lung-lowvan, 4C

Yeung Wing-chung, 4C

Slullenl members:

(¥
Lad Yuk-ting, 4C T""f'.
Tang Lau-lulk, 4C
Su Chun-ho, 4C
Liu Sau-chod, 403

Hul Ko-mam, 4E

Coey Cheung Kar-man, 4E
JesdeaLad Pud-pud 4 E
Wong Sze-man, 4E
Daaphne Chan Loleyan, 64
Cim Wel Tsz-sum, 64,
Debbie Tsud Wing-tal, 6 4
Lincoln Chads Yat-hin, 64
Alan Mok Slu-lun, 64
Deng shun-quan, 64

Jane Lad Hol-yan, 6E
Cathy Kwok Tal-led, 6B
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